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New Year and Christianity: 


It is often claimed that New Year is a Christian 
festival. And that the current Gregorian New Year 
on January 1 was first instituted by Pope Gregory in 
16th century. Is that really so? 


sWehusrtel 


According to Bible, New Year does NOT occur in 


the winter month of January. 


It rather occurs in Spring in the month of Nisan 
(March-April). 


This was precisely when the Early Christians 


celebrated new year. 


So how did the New Year "change"? Read on 


w Year 


Nisan 1 - Aviv « SPRING 
The Start of The Biblical New Year 


Falls in our month of: March - April 
Exodus 12:2 


"This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: 
it shall be the first month of the new year to you.” 





Until 1752, Christians of England and US celebrated 
the New Year on March 25. 


"The year begins on 25th day of March" 


http: //www.webexhibits.org/calendars/year- 


text-British. html 


Until 1752, England and its British dominions, including those in America, celebrated March 25" as 


MAR 25 
Abies § the first day of the calendar year. 


CAP. XXill. 


4.0. 1751. Anno vicesimo quarto GEORGI! Il. 
An Act for Regulating the Commencement of the Year; and for Correcting the Calendar now in Use. 
Amended by 25 Geo, Zz. c. 30.° 


WHEREAS the legal Supputation of the Year of our Lord in that Part of Great Britain called England, according to which the Year 
beginneth on the 25th Day of March, hath been found by Experience to be attended with divers Inconventencies, not only as it 
differs fram the Usage of neighbouring Nations, but alse from the legal Method of Computation in that Part of Great Britain 
called Scotland [sic], and from the common Usage throughout the whole Kingdom, and thereby frequent Mistakes are 
occasioned in the Dates of Deeds, and other Writings, and Disputes arise therefrom: ‘And whereas the Calendar now itn Use 
throughout all his Majesty's British Dominions, commonly called The Julian Calendar, hath been discovered to be erroneous, by 
means whereof the Vernal or Spring Equinox, which at the Time of the General Council of Nice [i.e. Nicaea] in the Year of our 
Lord 325, happened on or about the 21st Day of March, now happens on the 9th or 10th Day of the same Month; and the said 
Error is still increasing, and if not remedied, would, in Process of Time, occasion the several Equinowes and Solstices to fall at 
very different Times in the Civil Year from what they formerly did, which might tend to mislead Persons ignorant of the said 
Alteration: ‘And whereas a Method of correcting the Calendar in such manner, as that the Equinoxes and Solstices may for the 
future fall nearly on the same nominal Days, on which the same happened at the Time of the said General Council, hath been 
received and established, and is now generally practiced by almost all other Nations of Europe: “And whereas it will be of 
general Convenience to Merchants, and other Persons corresponding with other Nations and Countries, and tend to prevent 
Mistakes and Disputes in or concerning the Dates of Letters, and Accounts, if the like Correction be received and established in 
his Majesty's Dominions: ' May it therefore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the King's most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 


Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, 





When Christians celebrated New Year on March 25 


Who celebrated the New Year on January 1? 


That is right. The pagans celebrated the New Year 
on January 1. They called it the festival of Calends. 
They decorated their houses with wreaths and 


offered sacrifices to Goddess Juno 


The start of the month witnessed the most peculiar proceeding. On 
a day close to the appearance of the new moon, a ‘scribe observed the 
moon. This person was an assistant to a group of Roman patricians who 
were referred to as pontiffs and were entrusted for life with all manner 
of domestic political issues, especially legal and sacral tasks. The goal of 
this observation was to estimate how many days remained until the first 
quarter of the moon (or a comparable set measurement). Along with the 
rex sacrorum, the scribe proceeded to a small shrine on the Capitol, the 
Curia Calabra, supposedly thatched by the city founder Romulus himself 
(Servius) or located close to the hut of Romulus (Macrobius) in the not 
quite correct topography of late ancient writers and thus tied to a corner 
stone of historical memory. Both persons there performed a sacrifice. 
Afterwards, the scribe (later known as pontifex minor), addressed the 
goddess thus: 
“T call to you, Juno Covella! I call to you, Juno Covella! | call to you, Juno 
Covella! I call to you, Juno Covella! I call to you, Juno Covella!”' 


Repeating this call five times signalled to the participants that the public 
assembly day, which was determined by the first quarter of the moon, 
would be in five days, counting the day on which the sacrifice and address 
were performed.’ Depending on the particular phase of the moon, this 





period of time until the next public assembly could be announced by 
four or six, indeed even seven repetitions of the call—not only the five 


or seven of the standardized later calendar, The wife of the rex sacrorum, 
the queen of the sacrifice (regina sacrorum), sacrificed a sow or a ewe to 
the goddess Juno on the same day in the Regia, a cultic building at the 
entrance to the forum.” But it was the act of calling out, kalo in Latin, 
which gave the day on which this ritual took place its name, kalendae, 
‘calends’ 

On the day thus announced, the second structural day, the people 
assembled again (probably only a fraction of the few thousand inhabi 
tants of Rome). On this day the announcements were of more substance 
than the mere indication of the length of a period. The rex sacrorum 
announced the situation of all holidays for that month, presumably not 
only the date but also, as relevant, the place where central rituals would 
be performed and the festive decorations or offerings of the participants." 
Such announcements in medieval churches were still the most important 
act of communication of the calendar at the beginning of each year. We 
know nothing of specific rituals, but can assume that this assembly also 
served as a forum for markets, legal business, and possibly also political 
assemblies, The name of the day on which these detailed announcements 
were made is drawn from the interval between it and the day of the full 
moon, nonae, ‘nine days. The day of the full moon itself was referred to 
by a word of Etruscan origin as Ides (idus),” The “Nones’ were ‘nine days 
before the Ides, while Roman inclusive counting meant that the nine days 





Initially, the Christians banned the January 1 New 


year festival. 


"The whole wicked celebration is Pagan" they said. 


fighting against the inevitable. The Roman midwinter feast of Saturnalia 
(17 December), the winter solstice or Brumalia on 25 December and the 
New Year feast on the Calends of January persisted in their Pagan form 
through an accident of Church doctrine. In theory they were Pagan holidays, 
not Christian ones. New Year celebrations had been inveighed against by 
Bishop Martin of Braga in 575: 


You shall not perform the wicked celebration of the Calends and 

observe the holiday of the Gentiles, nor shall you decorate your houses 

with laurel and green branches. This whole celebration is Pagan. 
(Acta Conciliarum V.iii.399, quoted in Tille (1899), p. 103 n. 2) 


In 742 the Northumbrian missionary Bishop Boniface warned his German 
converts against celebrating the solstice. However, they said they had seen 
the same done in Rome outside St Peter's Church and not forbidden. In fact, 
the winter solstice or Brumalia, by now the feast of Mithras and the 
Unconquered Sun, had been associated with the birth of Jesus in 354 by 
Bishop Liberius of Rome.** This move had been made in order to accom- 
modate the new doctrine, one move in the continuing battle against 
Jodeucnen one es had been divine from his birth rather ~~ ae 


as np Epiphany on 6 ‘sme (" Cnichaen?. oo cing is ihe old word for a 
Pagan god or goddess showing themselves to their worshippers in a vision.) 
The new feast of Christ's mass at the winter solstice was exported to 
(onstantinonle in 379. and in 506 rhe Law Rank of Alarich decionared ir 





January 1 was banned by Bishop Eufronius in the 


council of tours (567 CE). 


The Christians continued celebrating New Year on 


WENKe seeds 


"God created the universe on March 25"-Pope 


eYsvaceren let 


order. We know that in the Middle Ages and Renaissance, the calendar in the 
stile fiorentino fixed New Year's Day as 25 March: 25 March denoted, of course, 
the value of advent that the Annunciation of the Holy Virgin acquired in the 
Christian economy of salvanon.™ But this value of advent, repeated every year, 
glorified along with springtime, and theatricalized in sacre rappresentaziont, was 
itself conceived in figural terms, in terms of overdetermined relanonships, of 
virtualities. Hence, 25 March did not only designate a “historical” date, but bore 
within it all the connotations of the incarnational cycle of sin and the universal 
hope for final redemption. 

More than a moment in history, the 25 March of the Annunciation bears 
within it the virtual present of the mystery that gives it meaning: the instant of 
Incarnation produces a temporality that is utterly without verisimulitude, utterly 


inconceivable. It is the temporality of an imeffabilis assumptio, a body that is 
formed but outside any order of succession —a challenge, therefore, to any 
“natural” or physical nonion of generation, of movement, of connnuity, and of 
duranion. It is the mystery of an act as miraculous as the fiat lux in Genesis. It is 
produced invisibly in Mary’s womb, indivisibly, outside any historical law; we 
thus understand how a “lincar” nonon of the present moment ts radically over- 


turned and superseded. 

[t is at this point that the figural dimension takes hold and comes to organize 
everything. Fra Angelico’s contemporaries, in fact, constructed the Annuncia- 
tion as a commemorated past: on 25 March, the Word was incarnated in Jesus 
Christ, the new Adam, because it was on 25 March, we are told, that God created 
the first man from the clay of the earth. This same day also designates the “date” 
of sin, of the fall, of the punishment: a way for the Annunciation ro replay the 





It was only with introduction of Gregorian calendar 


in 1582 that January 1 was reinstated as New Year. 


By 16th century, there were no Pagans in Europe 
celebrating calends. Having a new year on March 25 
in a Calendar starting on January 1 had turned out 


to be very inconvenient 


| Gate (eyere mu eKeMGancrxe)utcvamerl(cseler-NupicmO@vebulciutcbem-baCemmuats 
shift involved from Julian involved a change to 


accommodate Easter. 


But this has got nothing to do with January 1 which 
was the new year directly adopted from pagan 
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